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The President. Well, let’s wait and see
what they do first.

Q. Mr. President, there is word that the
parliament has agreed to the peace agree-
ment. Mr. President, there is——

The President. I hope they—I’m waiting
for a call from Secretary Christopher right
now. Let me go take the call, and I’ll give
you——

Q. And then what, sir?

Child Immunization
Q. Sir, what happened to your immuniza-

tion program on the Hill? Why did you have
to dog back on that?

The President. Well, Secretary Shalala
says we’re going to get a program that can
immunize a lot more people. We did the best
we could with the money we had. You know,
a lot of these things are going to be a function
of how much money we have. But I feel pret-
ty good about it. I talked to her about it.
She feels good about it. We think it’s a big
advance over where we are.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A portion of
the remarks could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement
May 5, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 304(f) of the United

States-Canada Free-Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act of 1988 (Public Law 100–
449; 102 Stat. 1875), I am pleased to transmit
the attached biennial report regarding the ac-
tions taken by the United States and Canada
to implement the Free-Trade Agreement.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 5, 1993.

Nomination for Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asian Affairs
May 5, 1993

The President announced his intention
today to nominate Robin Lynn Raphel to be
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian
Affairs. Ms. Raphel is a career member of
the Foreign Service.

‘‘I am very glad that Robin Raphel has
agreed to serve as Assistant Secretary for
South Asian Affairs,’’ said the President.
‘‘Having lived in the region as a diplomat and
as a visiting teacher, she brings a tremendous
understanding to the post.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Director of the
Office for Civil Rights at the Health
and Human Services Department
May 5, 1993

The President announced today the ap-
pointment of Asian-American civil rights at-
torney Dennis Hayashi to be Director of the
Department of Health and Human Services’
Office for Civil Rights.

‘‘Dennis Hayashi has had a distinguished
career of both legal and public advocacy for
equal rights,’’ said the President. ‘‘I am
counting on him to continue his good work
as part of Secretary Shalala’s team at HHS.
We need to continue to work for fair treat-
ment for all Americans.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the Tribute to Senator J.
William Fulbright
May 5, 1993

Thank you very much. It’s good to know
that I did get a vote out of the press. [Laugh-
ter] Roger, I’m delighted to be here, and I’m
so glad that you’re here. I’m glad to be here
with Senator and Mrs. Gore. Senator Gore,
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after you spoke and you said you resented
the fact that Senator Fulbright was 88 and
you were a mere 851⁄2 when you went over
to him, I heard him say what the crowd did
not. Senator Fulbright looked at him and
said, ‘‘Albert, if you behave yourself, you’ll
make it, too.’’ [Laughter]

I want to say that it is a deeply humbling
experience for me as an American to be here
with all these wonderful people. Many peo-
ple in this audience have made remarkable
contributions to our Nation and to the world
over the last half century or so. And I thank
you all, as part of the contingent of Arkansans
who are here who feel very protective of Sen-
ator Fulbright and feel that in some ways he
is still our own. It’s a great pleasure and sense
of pride for me to look out and see all of
you here.

I also want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to Harriet. You know, when Senator
Fulbright announced that he and Harriet
were going to be married, all the people from
Arkansas started telling cradle robbing jokes.
[Laughter] And I’ve got an 88-year-old uncle,
and for kicks, he goes out once a week and
drives two ladies around. One of them is 91,
and one of them is 92. And I asked my uncle,
I said, ‘‘You like these older ladies?’’ And he
said, ‘‘Yes, it seems to me like they’re a little
more settled.’’ [Laughter] I’m glad Bill didn’t
give into the temptation for being settled and
instead found Harriet.

You know, somebody ought to put a little
levity into this evening. Senator Pryor and
Congressman Thornton are out there, and
Jim Blair, who once ran one of Senator
Fulbright’s campaigns. Those of us who grew
up in Arkansas, I have to say, had this incred-
ible image of Senator Fulbright. First of all,
if you grew up in our State and you knew
anything about politics, it was immensely
gratifying after it, to see the way people sort
of dumped on our State back in the forties
and fifties and said we were all a bunch of
back-country hayseeds, and we had a guy in
the Senate who doubled the IQ of any room
he entered. [Laughter] It was pretty encour-
aging. You know, it made us feel pretty good,
like we might amount to something.

When Hillary first came to Arkansas she
said, ‘‘You know, you all beat better people
down here than most States elect.’’ Unfortu-

nately, there were two occasions when that
might have applied to me. [Laughter] But
anyway, Hillary finally developed this theory
that the reason all of our good people went
into politics is that we couldn’t make an hon-
est living in the depressed economy. And it
increased the quality of political life.

I say this to try to give you some texture.
You know, a lot of people are out here in
this audience tonight who worked for Sen-
ator Fulbright in his campaigns, worked for
Senator Pryor, Congressman Thornton, and
worked for me. And some of us have been
so controversial that we are, to use the Arkan-
sas colloquialism, we are quite a load to carry.
[Laughter] And I wish I could take every one
of you back tonight to Senator Fulbright’s
1968 reelection campaign. I mean, I wish you
could have been there. Now remember, here
we are, ’68: The country is embroiled in the
Vietnam war, split right down the middle,
except in the South where it wasn’t down
the middle—more people were still for it
than ‘‘agin’’ it. The country was torn up.
There had been riots in the streets. There
was great division over poverty and race. Ev-
erybody was wound tight as a drum. George
Wallace was moving through the South faster
than Sherman did and carried Arkansas that
year. And here we are, all of us kids, trying
to reelect Fulbright in this environment,
right?

Now, let me give you a flavor. Senator Ful-
bright had an opponent in 1968 who decided
to make trade an issue. Now, the distin-
guished Japanese Ambassador is here. You
know, people write as if we’re having bloody
fights when we have arguments over trade
policy. We didn’t have arguments in ’68. This
guy got up at a platform and held up a shoe
to his opponent, and he said, ‘‘This shoe was
made in Communist Romania.’’ This is a ver-
batim account, right? ‘‘Communist Roma-
nia,’’ he said. ‘‘And Bill Fulbright is letting
these shoes into your country, throwing our
good, God-fearing people out of work to let
the Communists from Romania have the
job.’’ That’s a sample of what we had to deal
with. [Laughter]

So you know, we worked hard on him, and
we got him to wear a checkered shirt. That
picture you saw up there in a checkered shirt,
that’s the only time he ever came home with-
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out a necktie. [Laughter] So he’s wearing this
checkered shirt, you know, and we think we
finally got him where he can sort of at least
tolerate all this insanity that was going on
there. All he had to do was kind of halfway
be nice to people, and we thought he could
get reelected. So, I was driving him around
one day, and at the middle of all this tension
we come to this little country town in south-
west Arkansas, one road in, same road out.
And we go into a feed store. And you remem-
ber what Lyndon Johnson used to say? If you
can’t look at a person in the eye and tell
whether they’re for you or against you, you’ve
got no business in politics. No one could have
mistaken the atmosphere in the feed store
this day. [Laughter] This guy in overalls
looked at Senator Fulbright and said, ‘‘I
wouldn’t vote for you if you were the last
person on Earth.’’ And Senator Fulbright sat
down on this bale of hay or this—it was a
big sack of seed, and he said, ‘‘Well, why?’’
And I thought, be nice. The television cam-
eras were on, you know. He said, ‘‘Because
you’re letting the Communists in. They’re ev-
erywhere. Today it’s Vietnam; tomorrow it
will be—they’re everywhere.’’ And he looked
around, and he said, ‘‘I didn’t see any when
I came into town.’’ He said, ‘‘Where are they,
and what do they look like? I wouldn’t recog-
nize one.’’ [Laughter]

Well, anyway, he got reelected anyway. I
say that because, you know, in all this high-
falutin talk, it’s important not to forget that
the American political system produced this
remarkable man. And my State did, and I’m
real proud of it.

Senator Fulbright always believed there
were some things that he should defer to the
judgment of his constituents on, and others
that he was charged with knowing more than
they were and that he should do what he
thought was right. And it did get him into
a lot of trouble, but it helped our country
get through a lot of rough times.

In addition to those things which have
been mentioned and written about, I can’t
help noting one of the things that drew me
to him as a young man, and that is that he
stood up to Joe McCarthy, something that
meant a lot to a lot of us. The other thing
he always tried to do was to get all of us
who were around him to look at the other

side of an argument. I remember when I was
a young man working for him in that cam-
paign, I was driving him around, and some-
times I’d get so exasperated arguing with him
because I could never win. We just argued
all the time. And one day we were in a town,
and I drove back out the same way I drove
in. I was going to take us 100 miles in the
wrong direction until he corrected me, which
meant that the professor was not as absent-
minded as the student. [Laughter]

But all during this time, it is impossible
for me to fully capture for you the impact
that he had on young generation after young
generation in my State, how he made us be-
lieve that education could lift us up and lift
this country up, how he made us believe that
our obligation was to develop our minds to
the maximum of our ability and then to use
it, wherever it took us. He believed in reason
and argument, and he believed in the end
democracy could only prevail if we knew
enough and were thoughtful enough to face
the truth and try to search it out. It’s still
a pretty good prescription for what we ought
to do. He also deeply believed that the racial,
religious, and ethnic differences and the po-
litical differences that divided the world so
deeply during almost all of his public career
were vastly less important than the common
bonds of humanity which could unite us if
only we could take our blinders off. He was
among the first Americans to try to get us
to think about the people in Russia as people;
he was among the first Americans to try to
get us to see people in the Islamic world as
people; among the first Americans to try to
get us to understand the different and various
and rich cultures of Asia, which have now
produced some of the most amazing achieve-
ments in all of human history. And that is
one of the reasons, I think, Mr. Ambassador,
that Japan, thankfully, has become the most
outstanding supporter of the Fulbright schol-
arship program, something for which we are
all very grateful.

I close with this thought. About 4 years
ago, Senator Fulbright’s hometown of Fay-
etteville, which is the seat of the University
of Arkansas where Hillary and I used to teach
and where we were married, threw a big
party for him and invited me as the Governor
to come up and speak. And so I went up
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there. It was a wonderful day on the square.
It was a Saturday. And afterwards the farm-
ers market was there, and I walked around
the square and talked to all the farmers. We
shot the bull about Bill Fulbright and talked
about his career. And then I went up to the
hotel room where Senator Fulbright, believe
it or not, was watching a football game. And
when I walked in and sat down with him—
we watched this ball game, and this young
man kicked a field goal about 2 minutes after
we sat down. He looked at me, and he said,
‘‘You know something, I can’t believe it’s
been 64 years since I did that.’’ I say that
to make my final point: It doesn’t take long
to live a life. He made the most of his. And
I think his enduring legacy to us is trying
to help us all to have a better chance to make
the most of ours. Thank you very much.

Sit down; we’re going to do one more
thing. The job I now have, in the eyes of
my mentor, is probably not quite as good a
job as being a United States Senator, mostly
because I have to take all that criticism. But
it does give me some prerogatives. In spite
of what you may have seen or heard in the
last several days, there are some things I can
do without anybody agreeing to it. And to-
night, for the first time as President of the
United States, I intend to do one of them.
And I’d like to enlist the aid of my distin-
guished military aide. Major Schorsch, would
you please read the proclamation.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:49 p.m. at the
ANA Hotel. Following the President’s remarks,
Senator Fulbright was awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

Remarks at the ‘‘Latino USA’’
Reception
May 5, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you. I started
to apologize for being late, but now I’m glad
I am. You’re in a good humor. [Laughter]
I have, as you can tell by my outfit, been
somewhere else tonight, but I’m awfully glad
to be here. I want to say to Dr. Cardenas
and to all of you, happy Cinco de Mayo. Viva
public radio. And thank you for letting me
be here tonight.

There are a lot of friends of mine here,
and you see with me Secretary Cisneros and

Secretary Peña. They’ve talked already, I
think. I’m very proud of them. I’m very glad
they’re a part of my administration, along
with Regina Montoya, who is my Special As-
sistant for Intergovernmental Relations. That
means when Governors and Mayors are
happy, it’s her fault. When they’re mad, it’s
because I made a mistake. [Laughter] I also
would like to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here: Congressmen Esteban
Torres, Carlos Romero-Barceló, Bob Menen-
dez, Solomon Ortiz, Ed Pastor, and Luis
Gutierrez, my good friends here. I also want
to note the presence here of three people
from KUAR–FM in Little Rock, Arkansas:
Regina Dean, Ben Frye, and Tim Edwards.

Last year at this time I celebrated Cinco
de Mayo on the town square in San Francisco
with tens of thousands of people. It was an
ecstatic day, 4 weeks from the end of the
primary season. I am deeply honored to be
here with you tonight to acknowledge this
important day, which was a day of victory
and a new beginning for the people of Mex-
ico.

Tonight we celebrate another new begin-
ning, and I want to offer my congratulations
and best wishes to all who have worked so
hard to launch ‘‘Latino USA.’’ I believe it
will be a new forum for all the diverse voices
throughout America’s Latino communities
and a new way for more Americans to learn
more about the importance of the many
Latino cultures in the United States and the
many leaders who have brought and are
bringing hope and inspiration to all Ameri-
cans. I think tonight I’d like to say that we
ought to have a special word of thanks for
the life and work of the late Cesar Chavez.
[Applause]

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the Members of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus; I have introduced many of them to
you. They have met with me extensively, and
they’ve helped to make me more aware of
the needs and opportunities in Latino com-
munities throughout the United States and
in Puerto Rico. That’s all part of the United
States. I’m still for self-determination, by the
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